
 

  



THE 

HERMETIC MUSEUM 
VOLUMES I AND II  

AND  

THE THREE TREATISES OF 
PHILALETHES 

 

TRANSLATED BY  

ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE 
 

 

 

 FIRST PUBLISHED IN LATIN IN 1678 

TRANSLATED AND PUBLISHED IN 1893 



The Hermetic Museum Translated by Arthur Edward Waite. 

This web edition created and published by Global Grey 2013. 

 

 

GLOBAL GREY 
NOTHING BUT E-BOOKS

www.globalgrey.co.uk


TABLE OF CONTENTS 
VOLUME I 
TITLE PAGE 

PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 

THE PREFACE OF THE ORIGINAL EDITION 

FRONTISPIECE 

THE GOLDEN TRACT CONCERNING THE STONE OF THE 
PHILOSOPHERS 

THE GOLDEN AGE RESTORED 

THE SOPHIC HYDROLITH 

A DEMONSTRATION OF NATURE 

A SHORT TRACT, OR PHILOSOPHICAL SUMMARY 

THE ONLY TRUE WAY 

THE GLORY OF THE WORLD; OR, TABLE OF PARADISE 

A TRACT OF GREAT PRICE 

THE BOOK OF ALZE 

THE BOOK OF LAMBSPRING 

THE GOLDEN TRIPOD 

VOLUME II 
TITLE PAGE 

FRONTISPIECE 

BELIEVE-ME, OR THE ORDINAL OF ALCHEMY 

THE TESTAMENT OF CREMER 

THE NEW CHEMICAL LIGHT 

NEW CHEMICAL LIGHT 

AN OPEN ENTRANCE TO THE CLOSED PALACE OF THE KING 

A SUBTLE ALLEGORY CONCERNING THE SECRETS OF 
ALCHEMY 

THE THREE TREATISES OF PHILALETHES 



I. THE METAMORPHOSIS OF METALS 

II. A SHORT VADE MECUM TO THE CELESTIAL RUBY 

III. THE FOUNT OF CHEMICAL TRUTH 

HELVETIUS’ GOLDEN CALF 

THE ALL-WISE DOORKEEPER, OR A FOURFOLD FIGURE 

 

ADDENDUM 

 































































































































































"It is an easy matter to prepare gold in the furnace out of metals: at times there is found 
a man to whom the secret is revealed. Why is not every alchemist rich? The reason is 
that one thing is wanting which many seek with anxious care. Common gold is not fixed, 
and, when brought to the test of fire, quickly disappears and perishes. But he who 
knows the fixed gold, which at all times remains the same, and from which nothing is 
lost, he is the possessor of the true Art, and may be called a good and practical Sage and 
Chemist." 

ANOTHER EPIGRAM. 

"Theology without alchemy is like a noble body without its right hand. This is 
graphically shewn and exhibited in the picture before us. First look at the helmet and 
the two wings, which signify the love of the Art. They bear us onward to Sophia 
(Wisdom), who is bright like Phœbus. Her body is naked because she is ardently loved. 
She is loved because she has at her disposal the riches of the whole world. He that gazes 
upon her beauteous form cannot refrain himself from loving her, goddess as she is. 
Although this love is, as it were, hidden, yet it is constant; and that is indicated by the 
mask. Her heart is sincere, her words are modest, righteousness upholds her steps, she 
is free from malice and guile. Her valiant appearance shews that she is of an open mind. 
Yet she seems to be falling, too: that is because the base world hates her, and with fierce 
truculence tries to cast her down to the ground. But evermore she bravely rises on high, 
though ambition moves her not. She is beloved by God and man. Though mockery is to 
her for a garment, as is shewn by the noisy cymbals, yet she cares nothing for it, but 
cleaves all the more faithfully to wisdom; to it she lifts her eyes, to it she directs her 
steps. For she knows that it is the only true salvation, and therefore she occupies herself 
with it by day and by night. She is not anxious for worldly praise, nor does she heed the 
hatred and injustice of men, or care for their opinion too little or too much. Much 
suffering and tribulation are inflicted upon her by this wicked world, yet she bears it 
with a valiant heart and holds it in disdain. For she possesses the treasure which gives 
her all that she desires, and avarice dwells not in her thoughts. That in which the world 
delights, she accounts as the dirt beneath her feet, since fortune is a wheel, and its 
revolutions are swift. Therefore she delights to tread the path of thorns, until, leaving 
the world, she finds rest in the tomb. Then her righteous soul will soar aloft to heaven, 
and for a just reward there shall be given unto her a diadem of stars. After her death, 
her praise and glory shall wax bright in the world, like unto the glorious splendour of 
the sun; nor will it ever pale, but become more intense as the years advance, and her 
name shall shine like a bright star for evermore."1

1 NOTE.—The Latin original contains no engraving illustrative of this Epigram 

  

UNTO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY. 

AMEN. 
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